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Idrija Miners’ Houses: 
Your Home Away 
From Home?
Traditional wood & stone houses in Idrija 
(Slovenia), part of UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Site, await for new opportunities.



Unique culture amidst 
pristine nature
Idrija (Slovenia) is a small, yet very progressive town in Western 
Slovenia, today inscribed on UNESCO World Heritage List, European 
Destination of Excellence and Alpine Town of the Year 2011. 500-
year old history of mercury mining in Idrija has influenced the 
development of the town and all post-Columbian Europe – mercury 
from Idrija enabled production of gold and silver in Americas 
and changed the world. This combination of cosmopolitan 
connections and remote location in a narrow valley has shaped the 
development of typical Idrijan characteristics – Idrija lace, Idrija 
Žlikrof, Idrija dialect, Idrija identity …

More: www.visit-idrija.si
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Only a few left
Miners’ house in Idrija is a specific type of housing architecture 
that rose to prominence during the 18th century as the mercury 
mine attracted increasing numbers of miners into its ranks. As Idrija 
grew into one of most densely populated industrial areas in today’s 
Slovenia, the typical miners’ houses began to appear on the slopes 
around the centre of the town. They were built by the workers 
themselves and were never meant to house just one family – each 
house functioned as a lively organism of working-class landlords 
and tenants. Placed apart from one another, with their slender white 
façades and steep roofs, the miner’s houses in Idrija created a typical 
image of the mining town that persisted well into the 20th century.

Today, only a few authentic examples of the traditional miners’ 
housing in Idrija bear witness to once bustling construction 
activity of the golden age of Idrija Mercury Mine.
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Sustainable before it  
was a thing
 
The miners’ houses share a deep connection with the landscape 
in which they were constructed. Idrija Mercury Mine provided its 
employees the building lots for houses while the handy workers 
took care of gathering construction materials and assembling their 
future homes. Miners’ houses were built exclusively from locally 
accessible materials: wood from the nearby forests, sand and 
stones from the rivers and quarries and lime, that was burnt in the 
neighboring villages.

Lower levels of the miners’ houses that were partially buried in 
the steep hillside were made of stone, while the upper structure 
consisted of wooden beams, with the exception of the vaulted, 
so called black kitchens, where the miners’ families prepared 
their meals on open fire. The roofs were covered with wooden 
shingles, while the façades were decked with plaster and carefully 
witewashed in order to look as decent as possible. The sustainability 
of the miners’ homes was further underlined by the green 
surroundings of the houses used for growing vegetables and fodder.

Today, we can learn a great deal about sustainable living by 
following our forefathers’ innovative, yet modest way of life.





Your new home away from home
  

The only way to preserve heritage is 
to live with it and use it, even if it is 
damaged in some places; because only 
everyday life transforms it into something 
natural and gives it heritage status.                                         
– Souto De Moura

As inhabitants of Idrija we feel responsible for protecting and 
supporting the rich cultural heritage that our ancestors left to 
us. The miners’ houses in Idrija reflect on the most intimate level 
the hardworking and innovative character of the generations of 
mine workers. We believe that through a conscious approach 
to renovation of traditional architecture and through constantly 
interacting with it we can transform the centuries old houses into 
the enticing 21st century homes.

With our help you can bring new life to traditional miners’ homes 
and become a part of the UNESCO World Heritage story in the 
green heart of Europe.











What we have to offer:

Hand-picked 
heritage 

properties.

Architectural 
consulting and 

renovation 
realization.

Comprehensive 
support from start 

to finish.

Management 
and maintenance 

of the heritage 
property.



Our project: 
Klavžar house renovation
 
Klavžar House was built in 1800 as a granary of the then important 
Klavžar farmstead (‘Per Podobnig’). The house was renovated as 
a perfect getaway from everyday rush. Located in the forests of 
Zgornja Idrijca Landscape park, it is a place for contemplation, 
relaxation, creativity and family. This is the place to enjoy the luxury 
of doing nothing, sitting by the river, reading a book, watching 
wildlife, or just dreaming after an active day.





Our project: 
Rudarska street house 
renovation
 
Located on the most picturesque street in Idrija, the 2-family house 
was built in 1904 by the Idrija Mercury Mine to house its workers. 
The whole Rudarska (‘Miners’’) street once functioned as a working-
class residential area adjacent to the Mine’s cinnabar factories 
and smelting plants and is today included on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. The house was renovated to offer accommodation 
and to serve as an excellent starting point for exploration of Idrija’s 
rich history and culture.





We take the processes in 
heritage innovation one step 
further!
A vision to take the heritage innovation one step further led a 
team of young enthusiasts and entrepreneurs to establish the 
ID20 Institute. Based in Idrija, Slovenia, a former world’s second 
largest mercury mine and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 
intertwinement of heritage and technology created the perfect 
environment for innovation in business, service and creativity 
sectors.



Some reasons to work together
01. We are professional.
Our team includes highly skilled and experienced young  
professionals that make things happen in the fields of architecture, 
business development, design and heritage innovation.

02. We get personal.
We conduct a highly personalized, result-oriented approach to 
project management that guarantees high quality outcomes.

03. We collaborate.
We aim to build inclusive networks of professionals and 
entrepreneurs that undertake a collaborative way to achieve the  
best results.

04. We never give up.
We engage with ambitious ideas of our partners and fully commit  
to their successful realization.



Let’s get 
in touch!
We believe that personal approach is a 
key to successful collaboration. Reach out 
and let’s make things happen together!

Phone: +386 (0) 31 779 668  
E-mail:  info@id20.si 
Website: www.id20.si
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