INFOPACK
YOUTHFUL HERITAGE
ESC Group Volunteering Opportunity – Idrija, Slovenia
June 15th – July 5th 2022
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Exploring Idrija‘s UNESCO heritage.
Sharing the knowledge.

© Nejc Menard

Hands on approach to heritage
revitalisation.
Connecting heritage with youth
work.

About our project
Youthful Heritage is a European Solidarity Corps
group volunteering project hosted by Idrija Youth
Center in cooperation with Idrija 2020 Association,
and supported by the Municipality of Idrija. It will
take place between June 15th and July 5th 2022. It is
aimed
at
interpretation,
valorisation,
and
preservation of cultural heritage in Idrija, Slovenia.
Once the 2nd largest mercury mine in the world,
Idrija is today a part of UNESCO World Heritage List
with many cultural and technical monuments
concentrated in and around the town. Especially
characteristic for the former mining town are
various shaft entrances and traditional miners’
houses.
Through inclusion of 16 young volunteers and the
mobilisation of local community we will help the
heritage become alive by implementing a series of
workshops and public events. Join us!
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Combining youth work with cultural heritage.

Traditional
miners‘ house –
today a museum!
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Various entrances to
Idrija‘s underworld…

… Anthony Shaft.

… Francis Shaft.
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… Joseph Shaft.

On the example of the abandoned Joseph Shaft and traditional miners’ house Giser in Idrija
the group of volunteers will preform the activities of interpretation, valorisation, and
preservation of the cultural heritage. Together with Idrija 2020, Idrija Youth Center and external
professionals, the volunteers will participate at the following activities:
Exploring UNESCO Heritage
Getting to know the environment is important! During the activity we will organise the guided
visits to many interesting sites in and around Idrija, where volunteers will get a chance to learn
about the culture, language and more.
Heritage Revitalisation Skills for the Young Volunteers
Hands on approach to heritage revitalisation! Volunteers will work with the heritage
professionals and through joint workshops learn about the important principles and traditional
crafts. Through that, the volunteers will contribute to revitalisation of 2 important monuments
in Idrija and develop their skills.
Event Preparation & Implementation
Let‘s make our heritage alive! Volunteers will plan and implement 3 events (Joseph Shaft,
House Giser, main square) to promote the ideas of international solidarity, youth activism,
traditional skills, and European heritage protection among the public.

The main group activity for volunteers will be divided into 4 parts, each
followed by an evaluation of learning processes:
1. BEGINNING: starting with getting general information about your stay,
getting to know each other and getting acquainted with mentors and
organizations (Youth Center Idrija, Idrija 2020 Association).
2. PLANNING: gathering ideas, planning of the activities and dividing
tasks, setting the deadlines and preparing the action plan.
3. IMPLEMENTATION: various activities for revitalizing the Joseph Shaft
and Giser miners‘ house (Idrija 2020 Association and Idrija Youth Center in
cooperation with the Municipality of Idrija).
4. CLOSING: conclusion and evaluation in which we will present the
project to the general public, organize an open day, write articles in
different languages, review the competences we gained and evaluate the
whole experience.
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House „Giser“ at Ulica zmage 12
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Events and workshops at Joseph Shaft

Who are we looking for?
We are looking for volunteers who are active, open-minded, creative, innovative,
responsible, pro-active and sociable persons. If you enjoy working with your hands,
have motivation to renovate, to learn about heritage and its place in youth work and
to actively promote it – you are just the person we are looking for! :)
A good command of English is preferable and some experience in physical work,
video production, event organisation, art & music are desirable.

The participants must be between 18 and 30 years old. There is no other condition, so
we're welcoming people with all social, geographical, economic, cultural, educational
or other backgrounds.

Since February 2022 there are no more restrictions for entering Slovenia from abroad
regarding the COVID-19 situation.

Interested?
Do you find the project Youthful Heritage interesting? Fill in the following
questionnaire and share some more information with us. This will be the basis for
selecting the participants.

→https://forms.office.com/r/tbPBkfaJsy
We will make the final selection of the 16 participants by May 23 and let you know
our decision via e-mail. After that, more information and the signing of Volunteering
Agreements will follow.

If you have any additional questions after reading this Infopack, you can contact us at
matevz.slabnik@idrija2020.si
Important: please check your e-mail spam folder regularly, as there is a chance that a
message from might end up in there :)

YOUTHFUL HERITAGE
DETAILED INFORMATION
ESC Volunteering Opportunity – Idrija, Slovenia
June 15th – July 5th 2022

Location – Idrija
Idrija is a town of some 6.000 inhabitants, and is located in Western Slovenia, halfway
between Slovenian capital, Ljubljana, and the Italian border. It is a seat of municipality
and functions as a centre of a broader Idrija-Cerkno region.
Idrija is a town of rich cultural and natural heritage. It boasts the title of “the oldest
Slovenian mining town” as the first miners began to search for mercury here already in
1490. Later, 2nd largest mercury mine developed and Idrija became one of the most
important mining centres in Central Europe. The broader town area is since 2012
inscribed to UNESCO World Heritage List with its heritage of mercury.

There are many opportunities for exploring, as the town is filled with museums and
monuments of technical heritage. Especially famous is the Anthony Shaft, the oldest
entrance into Idrija‘s underworld and is to this day open for visitors.
Museums and sights include: Idrija Municipal Museum, Hg Smelting Plant, Idrija
UNESCO Global Geopark Visitors Centre, Rake Water Channel, Idrija Lace School.

As Idrija is located in a basin surrounded
by hills, forests and rivers, the town is a
great starting point for trips to sites as
Wild Lake or Klavže water barriers. In
summertime the natural pools along the
Idrijca river are popular with the locals
and Lajšt swimming area attract visitors
from far and near.
In the surroundings there are plenty of
sites worth visiting, such as the famous
Franja Partisan Hospital form WWII and
the Divje babe cave, where the oldest
instrument in the world was found.
For a detailed presentation about
Slovenia, see the Geography Now video!

Idrija 2020 Association has
hosted a group of volunteers in
2021 – check out our YouTube
channel for some interesting
insights!

Idrija Youth Center has already
hosted many volunteers in Idrija –
see their stories on #LivingInIdrija
blog!

The Municipality of Idrija is in
the last years putting a lot of
effort to revive Idrija‘s
brownfield area – the Joseph
Shaft.

© Visit Idrija

Idrija Youth Center
Idrija Youth Center (Mladinski center Idrija) is a community space and youth node in the town of Idrija
(Slovenia) that functions as a meeting place for young people and increasingly for the whole community of
Idrija. The story of Youth Center Idrija dates back to 2008, when the need for a common youth space was
articulated at one of the round tables organized by Idrija‘s Students Association. In 2012, the local
authorities offered us a place in a 300 m2 in an old monastery. Idrija Youth Center was thus formed as an
umbrella organization by 3 local NGO (Scouts' Association Rod srebrnih krtov Idrija, Idrija 2020 Association
and Students' Association Idrija). First group of young local volunteers renovated the spaces and
furnished it with second-hand and DIY furniture, donated by inhabitants and businesses of Idrija.

We represent the interests of young people in Idrija and try to connect active youth associations and
other NGOs within the field and to support them in their own projects and we regularly cooperate with
local schools and municipality. The values we follow are connection, knowledge, creativity, support and
social responsibility. The main topics we are addressing lately are protecting environment, youth street
work, local policies for young people, youth participation, local youth tourism, international mobility and
active free time in the local community.
We are active as hosting E+ and ESE projects as well as sending the local youngsters on youth exchanges.
There are some of the projects we would like to mention here: group volunteering project of renovation of
the hostel, youth exchange on the topic of zero-waste, another one in connection with nature and inclusion
that is organized by a group of young locals, youth exchanges in cooperation with a foreign organization in
which cooperation, communication and initiative are promoted through challenges for the groups of
youngsters. This time we are discovering the field of cultural heritage, because we believe that young
people can play a crucial role in its revitalization.

Volunteering at Idrija Youth Center!

Idrija 2020 Association
Idrija 2020 Association (Društvo Idrija 2020) was established in 2012 to develop youth
sector and youth policies in the spheres that go beyond the programmes of many youth
organisations – local strategic development, entrepreneurship, revitalisation of heritage
and promotion of new creative approaches, all with the aim of facilitating the development
into a youth friendly municipality. Since the formation, the association has organised
several projects, cooperated with other youth associations and received several awards.
Idrija 2020 is a founding member of Idrija Youth Center.
The team consists of 8 active members and over 20 active supporters. Idrija 2020 team is
engaged on various projects connecting cultural heritage with innovative approaches.
Among most notable are the HeritageLab incubation program, HeritageHack yearly
hackathons and the renovation of Idrija miners’ houses initiative.
In 2019, Idrija 2020 Association co-founded ID20 Institute for heritage innovations. Together,
they operate out of former Inzaghi Shaft machine house on Vodnikova 3 in Idrija.

Idrija 2020‘s first volunteering
project at Giser miners‘ house.

Some important locations

Youth Center

Town center

Spar Hipermarekt

Youth Center

Travel
Slovenia is easily accessible – the most popular way of reaching our country is by plane to
Ljubljana (LJU), Graz (GRZ), Zagreb (ZAG), Trieste (TRS) or Treviso (TSF). Shuttle buses are
available from the airports in neighbouring countries to Ljubljana, where the main bus
station offers hourly bus connections to Idrija.
Each volunteer is entitled to a reimbursement of travel costs if using the public transport.
The costs of e. g. car rental cannot be reimbursed. The travel costs (for a return trip) will be
reimbursed up to the amount of 275€ (if the distance is 500 – 1999 km). This amount can
also be lower (180 €) in case you come from a place that is situated less than 500 km away
from the place of the volunteering activity. If the distance is less than 100 km you are
entitled to 20 € reimbursement.
IMPORTANT: do not forget to keep all your travel documents! Online boarding passes and
tickets can also be forwarded via e-mail. No documents = no reimbursement!
Arrival day is June 15th
Departure day is July 5th

Accommodation
Hostel Idrija, Ulica IX. korpusa 17, 5280 Idrija
hostel@mcidrija.si; +386 40 808 022
The accommodation will be provided at Hostel Idrija, a youth hostel managed by Idrija
Youth Center. Hostel is located 5 min walk from the historical town centre and features an
amazing view with spacious summer terrace. Rooms will be shared by 2 volunteers, while
the kitchen, living room area and bathrooms will be shared by the whole group.

Bonus: rooms were
freshly renovated
during the
lockdowns! :)

Youth Hostel
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Food & Pocket money
Each volunteer will receive 136 € for food. We propose to collect the money and
cook together at Hostel/Youth Center (so that a part of the volunteering team
will be alternately responsible for preparation of food during the work week,
while the other volunteers will work at the Joseph Shaft and Giser miners’ house)
but we will discuss the details once you all arrive to Idrija.
Each volunteer is also entitled to 4€ of pocket money per day (= 84€). The food
& pocket money will be transferred to the volunteers at the beginning of the
activity and is intended to cover the cost of food (e. g. diner) or other expenses.

Also: do let us know if you have any restrictions connected to food or specific
diets, so that we can prepare in advance. Let us know about any special medical
conditions as well.

There are 4 grocery stores in the town centre:
Hipermarket Spar (Lapajnetova ulica 30), Mercator
market (Lapajnetova ulica 45), Kmetijska zadruga (Ulica
sv. Barbare 6) and Bonmark (Trg sv. Ahacija 1).
Supermarkets are positioned 1.5–3 km away from the
town:
Mercator
(Gregorčičeva
ulica
47),
Tuš
(Gregorčičeva ulica 10), Hofer (Vojkova ulica 41) and
Eurospin (Mokraška vas 3).

Work & Support
The volunteering activities will be carried out for 6 hours daily, Monday to
Friday. During the workday there is a 1-hour break planned for lunch. In the
afternoons and on weekends Idrija 2020 Association and Idrija Youth Center will
organise additional free time activities that could be voluntarily attended by the
participants.
The project coordinators (Matevž Šlabnik, Helena Ločniškar) and 4 mentors
will ensure the smooth working process and will be available for volunteers at
any time during the activity. The detailed schedule will be shared 2 weeks
before the beginning of the activity.

The project-related activities will be carried out in
Idrija so there will be no need to take the public
transport on the daily basis. All locations (1 – Youth
Center/Hostel, 2 – Giser house, 3 – Idrija 2020 office,
4 – Joseph Shaft) are a few minutes’ walk from
each other.

1
2
3
4

House Giser

Youth
Center

Joseph Shaft – on the
other side of this hill ☺
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Youthpass
Volunteering activities can prove as a great source of experience. The volunteers
will have an option of obtaining a Youthpass certificate by Idrija 2020
Association and Idrija Youth Center to prove their newly acquired skills &
competencies.

More about Youthpass certificate: https://www.youthpass.eu/en/

General info
Important numbers

Important addresses

Police number: 113

Idrija Hospital: Ulica Otona
Zupančiča 3

Ambulance number: 112

Pharmacy: Arkova ulica 4

Calling code Slovenia: +386

Hostel/Youth Center: Ulica IX.
korpusa 17

Idrija 2020 Association
coordinator: +386 31 779 668

Idrija 2020 office: Vodnikova
ulica 3

Insurance

European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) is mandatory.

The volunteers will be insured through CIGNA insurance scheme. This
will be provided for each volunteer by the organizers through Mobility
Tool+ portal.

Other stuff
During summer, temperatures can reach over 30° C, but mornings and
evening could be chilly – so bring some long sleeves and a jacket. The Idrijca
river (ca. 20° C) offers great opportunities for swimming, so bring some
swimwear too!
Additional gear
As part of the activity is aimed at working in and around an old house and a
former entry to the Joseph Shaft, it is advised to bring appropriate clothing
and shoes that can get dirty. Protective gear and tools will be provided at the
spot.
A camera, a laptop, a mobile phone… any kind of technological device that
might help at reaching the goals of our activity will be highly appreciated.

Communication

For internal communication we will use Microsoft Teams platform. A channel will
be set up specifically for our activity. There you will be able to chat with other
participants or the organizers, plan your activities and conduct video-calls. For that,
you will have to create a Microsoft Live account.

Matevž Šlabnik as coordinator from
Idrija 2020 Association is available at
matevz.slabnik@idrija2020.si, or in
urgent cases on +386 31 779 668.

Helena Ločniškar as coordinator from
Idrija Youth Center is available at
helena.locniskar@mcidrija.si.

Basics of Slovenian language
Even though the main language of the activity that will last only 3 weeks will be English
and (young) Slovenians are usually well versed in English, it is still useful to know a few
basic words and phrases in Slovenian!

NUMBERS: Ena (1), dva (2), tri (3), štiri (4), pet (5), šest
(6), sedem (7), osem (8), devet (9), deset (10), enajst
(11), dvanajst (12), trinajst (13), štirinajst (14), petnajst
(15), šestnajst (16), sedemnajst (17), osemnajst (18),
devetnajst (19), dvajset (20) …

See you in Idrija!

